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EDITORIAL, 


A SERMON, 
BY BENJAMIN WHITTEMORE. 


« And, as he reasoned of Tighteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come, Feliz trembled.'—Acrs 
xXIy : 2d. 


Feiix was a Roman governor in Cegarea, to 
whom the apostle Paul was sent, to answer for 
the crim?2s alledged against him by the Jews at 
Jerusalem. Paul had several interviews with this 
governor—at one of which, he reasoned of righte- 
0uzness, temperance, and judgment to come, which | 
caused the Roman officer to tremble, 

There was one Cconspicuous .characteristic, mn 
St. PauPs religious communications, worthy of 
particular notice—1. e. they carried with them the 
power of reason. 'Whether addressing a mixed 
multitude in the 8ynagogue, or holding a private 
interview with individuals, he employed reason to 
enforce the truths which he w:ished to communi- 
cate to the minds of his hearers. While he was 
at Cornith— He reasoned in the s8ynagogue every 
sabbath'—and in this way—* persuaded the Jews 
and the Greeks,' See Acts xvii: 4, When he 
was at Ephesus he did the 8ame—he entered into 
the 8ynagogue and reasoned with the Jews, (ver. 
19.) In-Thessalonica, as his manner was, he went 
1n unto the Jews, and 8pent three sabbaths in rea- 
80ning with them out of the scriptures. See chp. 
xXV1, vers 2. We 8hould observe that this was his 
custom, the method which he adopted to inculcate 
the great truths of morality and religion. At the 
time to which our text refers, Felix, a Roman 
$oremnehy came with his wife Drusilla, perhaps 
_ Iron motives of curiosity, to hear of Paul concern- 

Ing the ſaith of Jesus. It is presumed Paul was 
well acquainted with the character as well as rank 
of his hearers, and very well knew what subjects 
would best uit their circumstances. 'The subjects 
of righteousness, temperance, and the judgement 
to come, were considered the most suitable topics. 
The faith of Jegus was concerned in each of these 
8ubjects—and it was in relation to that faith his 
hearers wished information. On these subjects he 
reasoned—he did not declaim—he did not appeal 
to the pagsions of his hearers, but he REA8oNED ; 
and it is evident that his "reasoning was clear, 
forcible—and produced effect. * Felix trembled.” 

\ It must be perceived by these remarks that the 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
' Tecognized by the faith of Jesus, are 8ubjects up- 

on which we may -8afely exaploy reason, and which 
by the use of reason may. be reduced to our un- 


him to the fate of evil doers. 


derstanding ; and any righteousness, temperance, 


_ 


and judgment to come which reason does not ap- 
prove, do not belong to the faith of Jesus. 'These 
were judgments to-come, winch if they had not 
come would have proved Jesus an impostor. 

The reason why Felix trembled, we may justly 
81ppose, was because the reasoning which-Paul 
employed, showed him his lamentable departure 
from the principles of righteousness, temperance, 
or true holiness ; and his fearful exposure to the 


judgment which was coming. If we examine,'we 


Shall find that his character was notone which 
could be approved. Dr. Adam Clarke's comment 
on this e is very just. He 8ays— This 
discourse of St. Paul was most golemnly and 
pointedly adapted to the 8tate of the person to 
whom it was addressed. Felix was tyrannous and 
oppressive in his government ; lived under the” 
power of ayarice and unbridled appetites ; and his | 
incontinence, intemperance, injustice appear 
fully in depriving the king of Edess& of his-wite; 
and in his conduct towards St. Paul, and the mo- 
tives by which that conduct was regulated.” And 
as to Drusilla, who had forsaken the husband of 
her youth, and forgotten the covenant of her God, 
and become the willing. companion of this bad 
man, she was worthy of the strongest reprehen- 
Sion ; and Paul's reasoning on righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment, was not less applicable to 
her, than to her unprincipled paramour.” 

This shows why Felix should be moved by 
Paul's reasoning. He was an unrighteous man— 
of dissolute and intemperate habits—he lived with 
a woman, who by right was the wife of another. 
Drusilla, who was with him before Paul, was that 
woman. Pauls reasoning exposed his wicked- 
ness—called up before him his sins—and pointed 
His liness 
was then manifest, by his retaining Paul in con- 
finement when he could find nothing against ham, 
but with the hope that money would be given him 
to 8et the apostle at liberty. 

The judgment to come mentioned in the-text 1s 
generally applied to a great day of general trial in 
the future world—and it is urged that it was Paul's 


| reasoning concerning that, in particular, which. 


made. Felix tremble. This supposition, we 'are 
positive in saying, is wholly without ground.” The. 
judgment of which Paul reasoned was commg— 
but we have no authority for 8aying that its com- 
ing was to be delayed till Felix entered into 
another world. This judgment was coming, Paul 
did not reascn concerning a judgment to which. 
people. were going—but it was one which was 
coming to them. If it were a judgment to be re- 
alized after death, then we should go to judgment. 
But the judgment of which Paul reasoned was one 
which was to come. The original, (ton krimatos, 
ton mellontos eserthat) would be more correctly 
rendered— the judgment about. to come.? Notice 
the article, * the. This certainly is not 

which should be carried into the future for 
fulfilment.. If 1 were to speak of the coming war, 
the coming plague, the coming famine, you-would 

| o 


282 


not guppose that I alluded to events which shall 
occur in the future world. By what autherity then 
will you put an unnatural construction on the lan- 
e of the scriptures? 'There were earthly 
judgments then to come—to come in that gener- 
ation, on the accomplishment of which the faith of 
Jesus depended; for he had foretold them. 'The 
history of after events proves that there were then: 
judgments to come, and that they actually did 
come in that generation. 'Those judgments to 
come in that generation were very frequently 
mentioned by our Lord—thev formed a great topic 
in his ministry—and their horrors were to be re- 
alized by the enemies of truth and holiness. If 
Paul reagoned concerning temporal judgments— 
he -reasoned concerning realities—concerning 
things which be could reduce to the understand- 
ing of his hearers—showing that the way of the 
ansgressor is hard—that there is tribulation and 
'to every s0ul of wan that doeth evil—in 
view of which facts, every sinner has good reason 
to tremble. 'There were judgments:coming, which 
would surely overtake every Jew and Roman in 
. the world. So surely as God reigned, he would 
y no means clear the guilty—but would render 
to every man according to his works. 

Had Paul reasoned concerning such a judgment 
as any 8uppose 1s to be realized in another world, 
we think he would have reasoned it all away—he 
would haye shown it to be all a phantom of the 
imagination—a dishonor to God—and- a curse to 
man. Had he put the evil day far off—the mis- 
creant Felix, instead of trembling, more than 
likely, would have laughed the preacher to scorn, 
or used him with contempt. 

This interview which Paul had with Felix, was 
only about ten or fifteen years previous to the 
overthrow of Jerusalem, and the unparalleled 8uff- 
erings of the Jews. 'That was such a time of 
trouble as never was known before, and never 
8hall be known again. _ It was certainly a coming 
pn er awful judgment; one which was 

ong predicted by prophets, by our Lord and his 
followers. At the time of its occurrence it arrested 
the attention of the whole world with its horrors, 
and gince, it has been borne in remembrance 
through every generation, and the people of near] 
every and nation are as well acquainted wit 
it, as if 1t had occurred in their own day, and own 
country. You, my hearers, cannot read the story 
of that judgment, without an aching heart and 
tearful eye—and when the eloquenee of Paul was 
engaged in reagoning an that event, we presume 
the effect was overpowering. If this were the 


Ir gps concerning which Paul reasoned before 


x, well _ that ungodly governor tremble, 
no man could have greater reasons for trembling ; 
for that judgment 1s 8upposed, by historians, to 
have been occasioned in a considerable degree by 
the wicked Felix. In addition to the wicked- 
ness of which he was guilty in his adulterous life 
with Drusilla, = vs _ avenge to murder 
a most worthy high-priest, by the name of Jona- 
than; by which infamous act these assassins were 
emboldened in their murderous career, and mur- 
dered many others ; some even in the temple of 
God. J us mentions this affair ; and his trans- 
lator has the following note: *This treacherous and 
barbarous murderer of the good high-priest Jona- 
than, by the contrivances of this procurator, Fe- 
lix, the immediate occasion of the ensuing 
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murders by the Sicarii or ruffins; and one great 
cause of. the 8ubsequent miseries of the Jewish 
nation : as Josephus 8upposes.**- 'Phis being the 
character of Felix when Paul reasoned before 
him, of righteousness, temperance, and the judg- 
ment to come, he must have been pierced to the 
Soul ; bis guilt must have stared him fully in the 
face—the enormity of his sins must have hnng 
upon his heart with an overwhelming ponderocity, 
He knew that he had disregarded temperance in 
a most, ungodly indulgence of his hast and pas- 
810ns—he knew that he had forfeited all claim to 
righteousness, and that the blood of his murdered 
fellowmen cried from the ground against him ; 
and Paul showed the judgment coming, pregnant 
with distress and ruin upon & whole nation, which 
his base conduct probably hastened, and which he 
himself might not escape,. Well might the un- 
godly Felix tremble. ; | 

The judgment concerning which Paul reason- 
ed, was one about coming when he reasoned con- 
cerning it. Paul we presume deseribed the 
event—showed who would be involved in its mis- 
eries, that it was the intemperate and unrighte- 
ous; and of course Felix found himself ranked 
among that number. But if the judgment to 
which Paul alluded was the day of trial in a fu- 
ture world, of which we now hear 80 much, 1t does 
seem to us that Paul used improper languige to 
convey his reasoning. It was about to come in 
his day—and almost eighteen hundred years have 
passed, and 1t has not yet come. _ 'This appears to 
us very unlikely. In the present day we hear 
much concerning the cholera—it is called a judg- 
ment from God; we are told that it 1s coming 
upon our city, *'Then it is a judgment to come.” 
There has been much reasoning in regard to this 
judgment to come, and also concerning righteous- 
ness and temperance. It is discovered that right- 
| eousness and temperance are the best securities 
against it, and we presume that the reasoning 
concerning this *judgment to come? has caused 
many unrighteous, intemperate, abandoned char- 
acters to tremble, as Felix did. But when we 
talk about this judgment to come, we do not mean 
that we are to go to it in the future world—we 
do not mean that eighteen hundred years are to 
pass before it will come; and Paul's judgment to 
come was as little likely to be in a future world, 
or at a distance of eighteen hnndred years, as this. 

My hearers, let me beseech you to reason,— 
reason concerning righteousness, temperance and 
judgment to' come. All judgments which have 
not yet come, 'are to come. If we are unrighte- 
ous, and intemperate, there are judgments to come 
which wlll surely overtake us. Do you wish to 
know what they are? 'They are all the miseries 
of this life, and a disgraceful, and, perhaps, pre- 
mature death. Earthly disgrace, poverty, wretch- 
edness, and wo, are judgments which hang in fear- 
ful clouds over the paths of unrighteousness, and 
intemperance; and 80 surely as we are unrighte- 


* 'This circumstance as much as any other leads us to 
conclude that the destruction of Jerusalem was the judg- 
-ment to which Paul referred; but. since writing the ser- 
mon we have conversed with a brother who thinks the 
judgment related to another affair; and- he offered some 
plausible reasons for his opinion. But to what it refers 3s: 
not very important, as there is no probability that it reſers 
to a future world. ; 

ft This sermon was written during the excitement 1n 


 Boston, occasioned by the daily expectation of the cholers. 
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ons and intempe these judgments will burst 
upon our guilty heads in 8uch ors, that like 
David we $hall say, the sorrows of death compas- 
8d us about, and- the. pains of hell get hold upon 
us. We must forsake-the paths of folly and sin 
or be miserably wretched during life : for folly's 
guests *are in the depths of hell.” | 

We all know that the righteous, the temperate, 
and the wise, are the blessed and happy of the 
land. They are respected arid: honored abroad, 
beloved and revered at home. Conscious of hay- 
ing done their duty to themselves, their follow- 
men, and to their God, they are, above all, blessed 
with quiet and approving consciences. We well 
know that it ig not 80 with the wicked. 'There is 
no peace to the wicked, saith our God. "The his- 
tory of all ages 8ays, there 1s no peace to the 
wicked. Who are the offal of 8ociety, the dregs 
of the earth, who wander the earth clothed in rags, 
draging out an existence filled with misery and 
wo; houseless, homeless, and almost friendless ? 
You know that they are the unrighteous—the in- 
temperate—thg abandoned. 

Come, man, woman, and child, reason on this 
81bject. Can you discover one inducement to de- 
vote yourselves slaves to unrighteousness, and in- 
temperance? No—there 1s every rational induce- 
ment to 8hun them. Shun them as you would the 
gulf of death—as you would the lowest hell. De- 
8ﬆtruction and misery are in the paths of the wick- 
ed, and the way of peace they have not known. 
Happiness 1s what we all desire, but it can never 
be found in the paths of sin; as 8oon will you find 
grapes on thorns, and figs on thistles. 

*He that would love life and see moe days, let 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no 'guile, let him avoid evil and do 
good.? There 1s no other way in which life can 
be prolonged and good days enjoyed. Judgment 
must come upon every sinner; if he hide bimself 
from the- avenging hand of man, he cannot from | 
that God who judgeth in the earth ; who search- 
eth the heart and trieth the reins to give to every 
man acccording as his work shall be. 

As 800n as our first parents transgressed, there 
was a judgment, to come upon them, it did come, 
and they were driven from the pleasures of Eden, 
As 800n as Cain became a murderer, there was a 
Judgment, to come upon him ; it did come ; he was 
condemned, and made a wretched vagabond for 
life. And the history of man, from that time till 
this, presents-us with individual after individual, 
nation after nation, groaning and suffering under 
the judgments which their evil deeds have brought 


upon them. . * Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments,” ; 


*IT WILL NOT DO TO PREACH IT.” 


There are many honest well designing people, 
who have become convinced that the doctrine of 
mnversal grace is the truth of God ; but they tell 
us that it will not do to preach it. - They 8ay it 
will not injure them, but it will the rising genera- 


Lon, and those given to evil indulgenees. They 
the doctrine of endless misery, although not 

true, will have a more 8alutary influence on the 
eart and lives of community, than the former 
octrine, 'This idea is exactly of the nature of a 
meme which prevailed in the fourth century. Re- | 
ig10us people then contended * that it was an act 


268 


the interest-of the church might be promoted,'— 
The people, who inculcated this ides, in the fourth 
century, charity would lead us to guppose, were 
as honest as those are who are of the same opi 
ion in the present day.  'That we should Jecone 
and lie to our children and others, and endeavor 
to make them believe that the doctrine of ehdless 
wo is true, when we believe no 8vuch thing, but 
are confident that the doctrine of infinite mercy 
is God's truth, has no better apology than the one 
offered in the fourth century. Supposing "the 
good people, of that age, had been ——_ whether 
it was probable that God who cannot lie, had es- 
tablished a church upon such a pare, 0 0 that 
deceit and falsehood would really 8u e its in- 
terests, could they have been willing to have giv- 
en an affirmative answer? - And -can our..sage 
brethren, of the present day, believe that Almight 
God has given us a revelation of his character an 
purposes—raised up his Son to live, s8uffer and 
die to confirm that revelation, and yet that it will 
not do to teach it to our children and the world, 
because its influence will be dangerous? If 80, 
it 8eems that the imprudence of high heaven has 
revealed something, which very prudent men 
ought to conceal. Scripture saith— Know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free,” If we 
can trust this testiinony, and are willing our chil- 
dren and the world should be * free indeed,” we 
must teach them the truth ; but if we wish_ them 
to be in bondage, we must follow the maxim 'of 
the fourth century, a century distinguished for its 
barbarity ; and many of its unjnst and cruel max- 
ims have been followed in every succeeding age. 
Then it was maintained *that errors in religion, 
when maintained and adhered to, after proper ad- 
monition, were punishable with civil penalties and 
tortures.” See Dr. Mosheim's Eccl. History. 

Perhaps it was the light of this maxim, which 
has in the present day, enabled some of our breth- 
ren to discover that Universalists should be ex- 
cluded from offices of trust and honor, and should 
not.be allowed the privilege of an oath. 

An Unitarian brother, when referring to. the 
8ubjects before us, thus writes — By these two 
maxims, both falsehood and murder were author- 
ized as means of promoting ehristianity, and purg- 
ing the church from the guilt of erroneous -opin- 
jons!! If 8atan himself had been permitted to 
dictate to the clergy, he conld not have devised 
any means better adapted to his own purpose.” 
We leave the reader to judge in regard to the 
correctness of this brother's remark. 

We 8et down nought in malice. 


— —— 
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EXTRACT FROM AN UNPUBLISHED SERMON- 
© IV ash and be clean.*—Kings 2: 13. 


*# #* #* #* 'There is another view we may take 
of the 8ubject matter of our text and context that 
we think worthy of a brief consideration. It is 
the striking analogy that is here presented to the 
most important, features of the gogpel system.— 
The * man of God, Elisha ay be viewed as a 
type of the Savior of the world, whose arm is 
gtretched out to heal the moral maladies of men. 


virtue to deceive and lie, when by that means 


[Ja the unostentatious- simplictity of the prescrip. 
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tion of the prophet, do we discover the beau 
——_— those requirements the physician of 
6 makes of needy and sinful creatures. * Re- 
Th and believe the gospel} is of a character 
| *50, wash 8even times in Jordan, and be 
clean and 8in may well be 8aid to be a loath- 
zome teprogy which can be thoroughly cured only 
by washing in the fountain of redeeming love— 
even the blood of the covenant, which *speaketh 
better things than that of' Abel.” By the river 
Jordan, we may also understand the Jordan of 
death, which all must pass before an entire change 
of these earthy and corruptible bodies can be eft- 
fected, and the spirit, refreshed and invigorated, 
ascend where pain and sickness find no admis- 
S10N. 

Aagain ; the want of faith manifested by the 
leper Naaman in the healing efficacy of the waters 
of Jordan, is akin to the unbelief of many at this 
day, in the purifving effects of the gospel of 8a]- 
vation. They cannot sce what greater virtue there 
is in a 8ystem founded on the love of God, than in 
one founded on the fear of endless punishment, 
and are apt to 82y with Naaman * are not Abana 
and Pharpar rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel ? or, are not the doctrines of 
Calvin and Arminius better than the heresy of 
Universalism ? Let such be persuaded to try the 
blessed effects of the latter and they may be led 
to think differently. True, Universalism does not 
bid the believer do any * great thing,” yet never- 
theless it may be worthy of trial. Its e1mple *wash 
and be clean' may prove of incalculable impor- 
tance, 

Naaman is at length induced to comply with the 
anction of the prophet. He goes to the waters 
Jordan and g8even_times dips himself therein, 


of 
0 
and his flesh came again unto him even as the 
flesh of a young child. By the term g8even the 


With them 
a 8cventh day sabbath, but a 
geventh year s8abbath, and every geven times seventh 
year was a jubilee. 'They had seven day feasts ; 
Seven golden branches im their candlesticks ; gev- 
en churches; 8even priests, &c. &c. The term 
geven is likewise © often put for any round or whole 
number, just as we uze ten or a dozen ;} 8even fold 
means abundautly, and 80 on to the 8uperlative 
geventy times seven. We may therefore imagine 
that this word has a particular reference to the 
disposition the sinner may possess after having 
been perfectly cured of the leprosy of sin, to for- 
give his offending brother * seven times,” or even 
©seventy times seven,” according to the particular 
recommendation of the Savior to his disciple 
Peter. | 

But the paralel} holds good still further. The 
effect of washing upon the natural flesh of Naa- 
man 1s 8imilar to that which is produced on the 
moral system, by the benign and life-giving prin- 
ciples of christianity. 'The purity and innocence 
which tel children, were set forth by 
Christ as belonging to those who were renewed 
and brought into the gospel kingdom. *Except 
ye be converted and become as little children ye 
8hall not enter into the kingdom of heaven'—that 
18, except ye become as teachable, confiding and 
humble as little children, ye are not of my ing- 
dom of peace and righteousness. Here then have. 
we an ton of the purifying influence of 


Jews signified a perfect number, 
' there was not ny 
þ 


'#tored the leprous Naamman to youthful health 
and vigor, £0 will the refreshing qualities. of the 
river of eternal life, even the wholesome truths 
of the. word of God, vivify and invigorate the man 
of sin, and restore him to the paths of light, life 
and happiness. 

Once more and we have done. After Naaman 
had tried the remedy E_ and had become 
clean, his unbelief was changed to faith, and he 
went off with all his company and publicly ac- 
knowledged that there was no other God in all 
the earth like unto the God of Israel. He was 
ready not only to acknowledge the . wisdom and 
might and goodness of Israel's God, but to bless 
his 8ervant Elisha, by presenting to him 8ome val- 
uable token of his gratitude. And s8uch are the 
effects produced by the enlightening and purify. 
ing principles of the gospel. 'They who are trans- 
lated from the bondage of 8mm and corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God; who 
feel a lively confidence in the truth and faithfu]. 
ness of the Lord of Hosts, and experience: hig 
love shed abroad in their hearts, arg not only rec- 
onciled with his dispensations, but can rejoice 
* with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” They 
can moreover with a willing heart bow down and 
pay their grateful thanksgiving to that gracions 
Being, who has bestowed upon them snch an in- 
valuable favor as a free salyation from the power 
and dominion of ignorance, prejudice and 8in. Nor 
did Naaman's want of faith prevent the promised 
blessing. He knew not how it could ber possible 
for him to be cured of the leprosy by washing in 
the waves of Jordan, and was even vexed at the 
sImplicity of the requisition. Yet his unbelief 
and vexation did not induce the man'of God to 
deny the boon. Nor was it expected of Naaman 
to give thanks before he received the blessing.— 
So of the 8inner. His salvation is the-free gut of 
his Creator. *By e ye are 8aved and that not 
of yourselves it 18 the gift of God, "This gift will 
finally be bestowed on all, and the unbelief of any 
will not deprive them of the rich inheritance—for 
«God hath concluded all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all.” Nor is the creature re- 
quired to love and bless his Creator before the 
goodness of God is exercised in his behalf. 
* Herein is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his 8on to be the propitiation 
for our sins.* * We love him because bs first lov- 
ed us. The Pealmist also 8ays, *O give thanks 
unto the Lord for he is good, thus proving that 
the goodness of God is the foundation of all 
thanksgiving unto him. 

With these reflections, my friends, we leave 
the subject with you. 'That it may be the happy 
experience of us all to have our moral systems 
completely cleansed of the foul leprosy of s1n, 
and become like unto those who are the. children 
of his kingdom, may the Lord grant, through 
Christ our Savior—Amen. LF, W. As 

Philadelphia, January 1833. 
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CONCLUSION OF A THANKSGIVING SERMON, 
Delivered in Stoughton, Mass. 

Christian friends and brethren, we have many 

Teasons as a denomination, to render thanksgiving 

to God. If we cast our thoughts back for a mo- 


the waters of life. As the waters of Jordan re- 


[ment and consider the doctrine of Universalism 


%. 
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n its infancy in this country, we are at once struck 
with wonder and surprise, that 1t should have at- 
tained its present elevated 8tation among the va- 
rious 8ects in christendom, It was introduced 
into the *new to07TZ at a time, when ignorance, 
prejudice, superstition, and worldly honor aud in- 
terest conspired to oppose it. Yet observe how 
rapidly it has spread and grown strong, without 
the aid of popular men or meagures—or the civil 
arm. Besides; the prevailing habits and-feelings 
of the popular community were actively opposed 
to it; and 8till its astonishing adyance has been, for 
z0me time, & cause of serious alarm and disquie- 
tude among its opposers. With more than ordi- 
nary emotions we look back to the time, when but 
two or three master spirits dared to step forth in 
defence of this holy cause, against the powerful 
and mighty, and proclaim the gospel of © glad tid- 
ings. It 18 truly a matter of astonishment, to us, 
that it had not been completely crushed in its in- 
fancy ; and long ere this buried in the shades of 
oblivion. But truth is mighty, and will prevail! 
It was by the energy of its own principles, and, 
the divinity of its power, that it has gained its 
present elevated 8tanding. All the false systems 
of theology which have prevailed among us have 
been much improved under this new order of 
things. It has given a new impulse to the inquir- 
ing mind, and a new tone and feeling in matters 
of religion generally—s0 mach s0, that we see an 
almost entire change in religious opinions, How 
xoftened are all the hard-featured systems which 
are propagated amongst us. Some of them are 80 
much 80, that we hardly know them, only by the 
name Which they assume. 

Who would 


" 


ve thought, twenty years ago, 


that public 8entiment would have 80 changed, in 
this town, as not only to admit the doctrine of uni- 
versal 8alvation to be preached within these walls, | 


but that it 8hould have been the pleasure of the 
Parish to have it here established in a stated min- 
try? We might here introduce 8ome worthy 
names of men who did honor to the cause of 
Universalism, in this place, twenty years ago, but 
ve forbear. The mention of these venerable names 
would awaken in the bosoms of &ome who hear me, 
peck, though melancholy recollections. 'The 
earer 18 better qualified than am I, to do honor 
to their memories. May you their sons, call up 
before you, this day, all their noble deeds, and 
give thanksgiving to God, that the seed which 
they 80wed has been, under the blessing of hea- 
ven, productive of a rich and bountiful harvest. 
It would have rejoiced your parent's hearts to 
1ave witnessed the result of their labors. O, how 
it would have. caused the thrill of joy to pervade 
their aged bogoms to bave beheld their SONS 80 
actively rngaged in the efficient 8upport of a 
cause, which lay nearest their hearts, while in ac- 
tve life ; and which caused them to exclaim—in 
the hour of dissolving nature, *Lord now lettest 
thou thy 8ervants depart in peace, for our eyes 
re Seen thy 8alvation, which thou hast Sopeved 
fore the face of -all people. We pray God, that 

er 80ns may never prove ungrateful ; may the 
ever feel it their peculiar privilege to give all 
Po881ble encouragement and support to the mild 
and pacifie religion of Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
elf a ransom for all men. May they wage an 
*ternal and piritual war -against error in all its 


exunqual and mighty, through God, in the pulling 

own of —_ olds. Let the cause of God's 
boundless ' and impartial love estrengthen -your 
hands aud encourage.your hearts, and make every 
burthen light in 1ts 8upport. _ -; 

We give thanks to God. for all his goodness 
manifested in our national and state privileges, in- 
the ample fields of nature, and in the gospel of his- 
Son. We give him thanks for the past—for the- 
enjoyments of the presgent—and the hopes and- 
prospects of the future, 

In reviewing the past year, some unpleasant_. 
reflections are associated with our meditations.- 
Since we were last called to an occasion like the 
present, 8ome of our nearest kindred and dearest 
friends have gone to people the land of silence— 
we have followed in their funeral train—and per- 
formed for them the last rights of friendship. We 
could have wished the parting hour delayed—but 
had it passed on, and we had still been blesssd 
with their society—death would have come - too 
s00n and snatched them away. While we are 
assembled around our festive boards this day, to 
eat the fruit of divine goodness, the tear of 8ad 
recollection, would be hallowed and 8weet, which 
should fall to bless the memories of our departed 
ones. Who of us shall be numbered with them, 
before this day shall again return, infinite wisdom 
only knows. May we pass each 8ubsequent year 
of our lives, as we would, did we know it to be 
our last. 

In friendship and love may we as80ciate in our 
neighborhood-circle—in all wisdom and pru= 
dence may we walk before our families. 'To our 
children may we impart the best of instructions— 
cultivate in them good habits, by practising them 
ourselves; and teach them pure and undefiled re- 
ligion by our own conduct. 

May we transmit all our rights and immunities, 
both civil and religious, unimpared, for the pos- 
8egs8ion and enjoyment -of future -- generations. 


' Then will they rise up and call us blessed—and 


© enter into? the gates of their God * with thanks- 
giving? and *into his courts with praise ?” 
M. B. B, 


[For the Universalist.] 


SCRIPTURE EXPOSITION. 

* Though hand join in hand the wicked shall not be 

unpunizhed,—acTs, 11. 21. 
Tre common idea derived from this passage is, 
that though wicked men conspire together or as- 
8ociate for the purpose of crime they shall not es- 
cape punishment. * But Michelis proposes anoth- 
er 8ense of the words hand in hand'—my hand in 
your hand, 1. e. as a token of swearing, © the wick- 
ed shal! not go unpunished.% See Calmet's Dict. 
page 710. In proof that the phrase was the form 
of an oath several extracts are given from Bruce's 
travels; we 8ubjoin two. | 

© All that is right, Shekh, said IT, but snppose 
your people meet us in the desert, in going to 
Cosseir, or otherwise, how shon!d we fare in that 
cage? Should we fight 2—T have told you Shekh 
already, 8ays he, cursed be the man who lifts his 
hand against you or even does not defend and be- 
friend you, to his own loss, eyen were it Ibra- 
him my 8on.* 'Then after 80me conversation— 
\©the old man muttered something to his sons in a 
dialect I did not then understand: it was that. of 


forms. But let. not your weapons be carnal, but 


C 


the shepherds of Shuakem: and a little after, the 
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whole hut was filled with people. These were 


the Priests and monks of their religion, a 


and_the 


heads of families, 80 that the house could not con- 
«tain half of them. The great people among them 


came, and after joining 


, repeated a kind of 


prayer of about two- minutes long : [this kind of 
oath was in uge among the Arabs, or shepherds, 
as early as the time of Abraham, Gen. xxi. 22. 23, 
xXxvi. 28.] by which they declared themselves and 
their dren accursed if ever they lifted their 
hands in the field, in the desert, or on the river.” 


In Bruce's travels vol. 1. p. 199. we fiind the 


following : *I cannot here help accusing myself 
of what doubtless may be reputed a very great 


gin. I was 80-enrag 
Hassan had acted, that, at 


ed at the traitorous part which 
rting, I could not 


help saying to Ibrahim, *Now, Shekh, I have 
done every thing you have desired, without ex- 
pecting fee or reward; the only thing I now ask 
you—and it is probably the last—1s, that you 
avenge me upon this Hassan, who is every day in 


your power. 


Upon this fe 6avE ME HIS HAND, 


Saying, * He 8hall not die in his bed, or I shall 


n 


ever 86e old age.” 
An acquaintance with the customs of the people 


of the East in olden times, would thus seem indis- 
pensable to the proper understanding of many 
pas8ages of Holy writ. As to the above, if the ex- 
tracts made do not alter the common meaning of 
the text, a knowledge of this form of oath, cer- 
tainly gives a force to the expression which other- 
wise would be lost—though the wicked 8wear 
fidelity to each other by joining hand wm hand they 


ghall not go unpunished. 


L., F., W. A. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 1833. 


{ 


THE GLEANER., 


—— 


=. 4 


THE DEAD. 
How few there are, as has been remarked by a 


forcible and impressive writer, who read the ordi- 
nary list of deaths, who know anything of the 
depth of human feeling, or the intensity of human 
suffering, which is recorded in the simple and 
brief notices which we read with 80 much care- 


lesness, and 80 coldly in the newspapers. 


Find- 


ing no familiar name to rest attention, or awaken 
sympathy, we think no more of the matter, for 
what care we for the long midnight vigils of 
watchful, affectionate friendship, the weary ach- 
ing head—the afflicted, desponding heart—we do 


n 


ot feel the pain the languishing sufferer has ex- 


perienced, and we know nothing of the agony 
which exhausted his frame and wore out his wea- 


7-nature; nor care we for the spirit which has 
ed its frail tenement, and uttered its last, final, 


gasping farewell, We know nothing of the heart 


b 


artaugs Hcg gas which 1s felt, or the hot burning 


tears which gush out in the agony of severed 
friendship, from bosoms 8wollen and bursting with 
an excess of passionate grief. We know nothin 

of the bitterness of parting, of the strength of aft- 
ections which have been torn asunder—of the 
hopelesness of the first flood of tears—of the 
depth or ried suffering—or of the intensity 


of the 


ictions which real friends have been 


called upon to suffer and endure. 


It is a melancholy, though instructive considera- 


tion, that the tendeney of every thing is to decay ; 


that the 


happiest prospects and brightest visions 


of future bliss, are but delusive fancies, which be- 
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come extinguished when they shine out most yiy. 
idly, and give the strongest evidence of permanent 
duration. * Hopes which were angels in their 
birth.* become, from their intimacy and close con. 
nection with human frality and decay, but thingy 
of earth ; and thus it is, that those dear objects 
upon which we have lavished most flattering hoyeg 
of future happiness and bliss are removed trom ug 
before we are conscious of the palsying illnesg 
which quenched the spirit and laid them Joy, 
We grieve that they are taken from us 80 8udden- 
ly—that they could not have been spared a little 
longer, then we could have I their 
worth, returned their manifold kindnesses, and 
gradually prepared ourselves for that event which, 
from its 8udden occurrence, unmans our resoly- 
tions and prostrates us in the dust by the 8tern- 
ness and geverity of the blow. 'There is another 
sad thought, but, nevertheless, a true one—that 
the more friendships we form, the more attach- 
ments we make, the more tender 'and endearing 
connections we weave around us and invet our- 
selves with, in this world, the more of prief and 
guffering we 8hall be called to endure, A time 
will come when all earthly attachments must be 
8evered, and the more fond we have been of - 
friends and the more devoted to connexions, the 
more_agonizing and s8evere will be the struggle 
which separates us and tears us away from among 
them. It may be that the Stoic's life is produc- 
tive, eventually, of less pain and suffering than 
that individual endures, who possesses more deli- 
cate 8ensibility and- is -alive to the generous im- 
pulses of nature and the finest feelings of the hu- 
man heart ; it may be 80, but yet his cold enjoy- 


- | ments, and benumbing sympathies afford him but 


poor comfort, when most he needs the sympathy, 
the 8ustaining hand and upholding: arm of ardent 
and enduring friendship. Life would not be worth 
posses8ing, if this polar star did not illumine its 
dark paths, and throw around its dreariness 8ome 
evidence of thetic love for each other, and - 
though separation, when it comes, crush the heart 
and tear asunder its very fibres, yet how eagerly 
we taste of its delicious sweets and exult in the 
participation of its delirious enjoyments. 


[From Buck's Theological Dictionary.] 


JESUITS, OR THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 

Jeguits, object of the order of, —The primary ob- 
Ject of almost all the monastic orders, 1s to 8epar- 
ate men from the world, and from any concerns 1n 
its affairs. In the solitude and lence of the 
cloister, the monk is called to work out his salva- 
tion by extraordinary acts of mortification and 
piety. He is dead to the world, and ought not 
mingle in its transactions. He can be of no ben- 
efit to mankind but by his example and prayers. 
On the contrary, the Jesuits are taught to consider 
themselves as formed for action. They are cho- 
sen 80ldiers, bound to exert themselves continuallp 
in the service of God, and of the-pope, his vicar on 
earth, Whatever tends to instruct the ignorant, 
whatever can be of use to reclaim or oppose the 
enemies of the holy see, is their proper object- 
That they may have full leisure for this activ” 
Service, they are totally exempted from thos? 
functions the performance of which: is the chief 
business of other monks. They appear in no pro- 
cessions ; they practise' no rigorous austerities; 


they do not consume one half of their time in the 
repetition of tedious offices ; but they are required 
io attend to all the transactions of the world, on 
account of the influence which these may have 
upon religion: they are directed to study the dis- 

ition of persons in high rank, and to cultivate 
their friendship 3 and, by the very constitution and 

nius of the order, a spirit of action and intrigue 
is infased into all its members. 

The Peculiarities of their Policy and Govern- 
ment, —_Other orders are to be considered as vol- 
untary as80ciations, in which, whatever affects 
the whole body, is regulated by the common sutt- 

of all its members. But Loyola, full of the 
ideas of implicit obedience which he had derived 
ftom his military profession, appointed that the 
government of his order should be purely monar- 
chial. A general chosen for life, by deputies from 
the 8everal provinces, possessed power that was 
zupreme and independent, extending to every 
person and to every case. 'To his commands they 
were required to yield not only outward obedi- 
ence, but to resign up to him the inclinations of 
their own wills, and the s8entiments of their own 
understandings. Such a singular form of policy 
could not fail to. impress its character on all the 
members of the order, and to give a peculiar force 
to all its operations. 'There has not been perhaps 
in the annals of mankind any example of such a 
perfect despotism exercised, not over monks shut 
up in the cells of a convent, but over men disper- 
d among all the nations of the earth. As the 
constitution of the order vests in the general s8uch 
absolute dominion over all its members, they care- 
fully provide for his being perfectly informed with 
respect to the character and abilities of his s8ub- 
jects. Every novice who offers himself as a can- 
didate for entering into the order is obliged to 
manifest his conscience to the 8uperior, or to a 
person appointed by him ; and is required to con- 
fess not only his 8ins and defects, but to discover 
the inclinations, the passions, and the bent of the 
80ul, 'This manifestation must be renewed every 
8x months, Each member is directed to observe 
the words and actions of the novices, and are 
bound to disclose every thing of importance con- 
cerning them to the 8uperior. In order that this 
srutiny into their character may be as complete 
ws poss1ble, a long novitiate must expire,: during 


rank in the 8ociety ; and they must have attained 
the full age of thirty-three years before they can 
be admitted to take the final vows by which they 
*came profes8ed members. By these various 
methods the superiors, under whose immediate in- 
pection, the novices are placed, acquire a 
thorough knowledge of their dispositions and tal- 
ents; and the general, by examining the registers 
kept for this purpose, is enabled to choose the in- 
8:ruments which his absolute power can employ, 
"1 hw. 8ervice for which he thinks meet to destine 


©:To avoid censure, is much more difficult than 
SUN applause. 'The latter may be 8ecured by 
ne at, wise, or fortunate action ; whereas to 
"010 Censure, & man must pass his life without 
RJng or doing. one bad or foolish thing, or one 
good thing uy understood. 


Impatience will neither ease 
ase'the mind, nor effect 
Wy good purpose; N * 


THE UNIVERSALIST® 


Vhich they pass through the several gradations of | 
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_ _— m————_—— 
DEDICATION AT DANVERS. 


The meeting house recently erected by the Universaliats 
in Danvers, South Parish, was Solemuly dedicated to the 
worship of Him, who is the Father, Friend and Savior of 
all men, on 'Thursday last, by appropriate religious ser- 
vices. 'The following is the order of exercises :— 


I. Anthem— I was glad when they said unto me,* &c. 

II. Reading of the Scriptures.—By Rev. 'Þ. Wuair- 
TEMORE, of Cambridgeport. 

II. Introductory Prayer —By Rev. L. WiLLis, of 
Salem. | 

IV. Original Hymn—By JoxnAaTHAN SHoOVE, Exq. 


Father of light ! of Peace and Love, 
Thou s0urce of every good ! 

We hail 'Thee, as our Parent, Friend, 
The Universal God. 


We hail Thee, as the great first cause, 
Creator of mankind :;— 

Oh ! may thy Spirit fill our hearts, 
And purify each mind. 


Assembled in thy boly name, 
'The solemn rite to pay, — 
Accept the offering that we bring, 
And sanctify the day. 


This Temple God ! we dedicate 
Most sacredly to "Thee :— 
Here may thy Holy Spirit dwell 

In boundless majesty. 


Here may we meet—in lore unite, 
'Thy holy name to praise ; 

To worship at 'Thy sacred shrine, 
And choral anthems raise. 


Here may sweet Peace and gentle-Truth 
Their influence spread around ; 

And Uuniversal Love to God 
And Charity abound. 


Notwithstanding tne unpleasantness of the weather, the 
house was filled to overflowing. The Sermon was replete 
with sound doctrine, and was delivered in the authors 
usually rnoing style, and was listened to with profound 
attention by all present. The performances of the choir, 
were svuch as did honor to the performers, and did not fail 
to awaken feelings of gratitude in the audience. 

In the evening, an appropriate, andinteresting discourse 
was delivered by our worthy Br. L. 8. Everett, which 
fully sustained the emotions which were awakened by the 
dedicatory services. Our brethren m Danvers, are deserv- 
ing of great praise for their zeal in the cause of trath. We 
bid them God-speed. And dovoutly pray, that the God in 
whom they trust, will in his own due time, send them a 
pastor after his own heart, who shall feed them with knowl- 
edge and understanding. D. D. $. 


FORMATION OF A SOCIETY, 


FOR THE RELIEF OF DESTITUTE FAMILIES OF © 
DECEASED UNIVERSALIST MINISTERS. 


| Agreeably to public notice, a number of ministering and 

lay brethren, favorable to the formation of a society for the 
relief of destitute families of deceased Universalist minis- 
ters, met at the Vestry of the first Universalist Church in 
this city, on Wednesday, the second day of January, 1833, 
at 6 o'clock, P, M. 

'The meeting was called to order, by appointing 
_ Br. SEBASTIAN STREETER, Moderator 

Br. DANIEL SmiTH, Clerk. 

The throne of Grace was then addressed by Br. H. Bal- 
lou 2nd. after which, the object of the meeting was clearly 
stated by the Moderator, and the brethren were called upon 
to ex their views in relation to the object of the meet- 
ing, Freely and fully. E wg 

he propriety, expediency, and necessity, of formi 

such lo butyl By together with 1 i). ao eo | 
which would result therefrom, were deliberately discussed 
and the following resolves were | ; 


Resolved, That it is IE | 
should 


be organized, to consist of such as may voluntarily 
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unite, for the purpose of obtaining means to relieve the 


destitute families of deceased Universalist ministers, and 
affording timely relief. » 


Resolved, 'That we, whose names are hereunto subjoin-- 


ed, do mutually resolve ourselves into a Society, for the 
promotion of the above named object. 

Voted, That a Committee, consisting of three persons, 
be appointed, toframe a Constitution, and a code of By- 
laws, and to furnish a name fur this as80ciation, and report 
at our next meeting. 

Voted, 'That Brs. 8. Streeter, D. D. Smith, and Ho- 
gea Bal comprise this committee, | 

Voted, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet in 
the Vestry of the first Universalist Church in Charlestown, 
Muss. on the first Wetdnesday in Febuary, A. D. 1833, at 
Z CY $4 & : 

oted, t r are the mes ©190 of this 
meeting for publication; =} that they published in the 
* Trumpet,* and © Universalist.* 
Adjourned to meet, by Divine permission, in Charles- 
town, Mass. at the time and > above specified, 
SEBASTIAN STREETER, Moderator, 
DANIEL D. SmiTtH, Clerk. 
ESE 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


® 'Those brethren who have generously enriched the col- 
ums of the Universalist with communications will please 
to accept our warmest thanks. It will give us pleasure to 
have the sum of our obligations increazed to any amount 
which their leisure and inclination may allow. We are 
very confident that there is no way in which their talents 
and 8pare hours can be employed with more hopeful pros- 
pects of usefulness. Our infant publication has already 
obtained a pretty respectable circulation, and one which is 
increasing beyond our most sanguine expectations in the 
outset of its career; and a large portion of our readers are 
among the. younger class of the community. And what 
employment can be more truly useful or inspiring than that 
which teaches the young idea to shoot toward heaven, and 
whick aids the opening affections of the youthſul heart in 
their instinctive struggles to hold an enlightened and joy- 
ſul communion with the Great Source of benignity and 
blessedness from which they emanated ? 
L. P. will hear from us shortly. 


_— 


——_— 


ED. 


POETRY, 


THE DYING CHRISTIAN'S ADIEU. 


Now, adieu, ye scenes of gladness, 
Fields wherein TI used to roam, 
But—without a fear of sadness, 
.I can leave thee, oh my home. 
- I am ready—Lord I come. 


What though darkness, pain, and sorrow, 
Consecrate my early doom ! 
What though dying moments borrow 
_  Fearful shadows from the tomb— 
Light immortal 
: + Soon 8hall dissipate the gloom. 


See! nanumber*d angels flinging 
-.,- Gollen crowns before his thrown— 
Hark ! the ransomed spirits singing 
Notes to mortal ears OWN. 
Thou art worthy, 
Jesus—Savior—thou alone. 


Lingerir Dag s of nature, gever; 
Heavenly wings, to s0ar forever, 


»* 
: 


MARRIED, 
his city, y Rev. «. Streeter, Mr. Abraham C. 
I | ry Craig. Mr. Abner Smith and Miss 
4 Goodnow gd | 


ninghar by Rev. T. 3. Greenwood, Mr. Wil- 
gr. and Miss Angeline Wenzel. 


*'f 


| 


"Cuts. 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


————— 


| ADVERTISEMENTS. 
CATALOGUE 


— 


oF 
APPROVED SCHOOL BOOKS, 


PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE RY 
B. B. MUSSEY, 29 Cornhill...Boston, 


PHE Political Class Book, intended to instruct the 

higher classes in Schools in the origin, nature and uge 
of Political Power. By William Sullivan, Counxellyr 
at Law. 


The Moral Class Book, or the Law of Morals; (+ 
rived from the Created Universe, and from Revealed Re. 
ligion; intended for Schools. By William Sullivan, Coun- 
8ellor at Law. | | 

Emerson's Spelling Book. The National Spelling 
Book, and Pronvuncing Tutor; containing the rudiments 
of Orthography and Pronunciation, on an improved plan, 
By B, D. Emerson, Principal of the Ad Grammar 
Sehool, Boston. TDi nr 9 
 Emerson's Introduction, to the Nationa 
Book ; containing the first principles of Orthe 
Pronunciation on the plan pursued in the Nation: 

Book, calculated for beginners. t 

Webster's New Spelling Book. 

Alger*s Perry's Spelling Book. SV tY 

Pierpont's Reading Books. 1. The American Fir 
Class Book, or Exereises in Reading and Recitation, de 
signed for the use of the highest Class in Schools. ; 

2. The National Reader, being a selection of exer 
cises in Reading and Speaking. h | 

3. Introduction to the National Reader, a election 
of Easy Less0ns. TERRY 

Elements of English Grammar : With Progresii 
Exercises in Parsing. By John Frost, late Principal | 
the Mayhew Grammar » I + -4 

Worcester's Second. Book. ' A Second Book 
Reading and Spelling, By Samuel Worcester, author of 3 
Primer for Schools. a Y 34 8 

' Blake's Geography. A phy for Childr 
with Eight Copperplate Maps and Dhirty-Nine Wo 
y Rev. J. L. Blake, author of several Popula 
School Books. | : 

Wealsh's Arithmetic. "The" Mercantile Arithmetic ] 
apted to the Commerce" of the U. 8. in its domestic a 
foreign relations : with an Appendix, containing Pracuc 
Systems of Mensuration, Gauging, and a new and improy 
ed System of Book-keeping—a new edition, revisec 
enlarged. By Michael Walsh, A. M. 


Lectures on School Keeping. By Samuel R. 1» 
Lectures to Female Teachers. By 8. R. Hall. 


Practical and Mental Arithmetic, on a new lan 
Ste pe edition, revised and enlarged. By R. C. Sm 
Goodrich's History U. S. A History of the U-9 


of America. By Rev. C. A. Goodrich. 


NEW WORK. 2 
JLST Published and for sale at the office of the Un 
” salist, Latest News from the Three Worlds, Heaw 
Earth, and Hell; as Reported at a Four-Days Meeting! 
Shirley, Mass. In Letters to Eight Calvinistic Minis 


By Russell Streeter. 
os” . ALSO — 
A Complete Set of the Universalist Magazme 


| vols. Edited by H. Ballou. For sale as above. 


Divine Goodness, # 


2 wee To ly of Petit lire on | 
sale by the 2:6 2h B. B. MUBSER g 


CHRISTIAN WORSHIP ULTIMATELY UNIVERSA» 


JUST Published and for sale at the Office of the U" 
8alist, A Sermon Delivered at the Dedication of 

New Unirersalist .Church in Quineys ass. Dec 

12, 1832. By Williem Moree, Pastor. 
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